Carotidynia managed by surgical denervation of the carotid bulb.
Carotidynia is a syndrome of pain in the neck and face accompanied by local tenderness of the carotid artery. The symptoms are often misdiagnosed due to similarities with more common syndromes involving the cervical region. Spontaneous remission is common; more severe cases generally respond to anti-inflammatory medication or prophylactic drugs used for migraine. A case of severe carotidynia, unassociated with migraine is reported. Failure to respond to medical therapy led to surgical denervation of the carotid bulb. The immediate relief of symptoms following surgery confirms earlier observations regarding the mechanism of the symptoms. In severe cases of carotidynia, surgical denervation of the carotid artery may be indicated if medical therapy has failed.